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REMARKS 



The above claims have been amended to more closely correspond them to United States 
claiming practice, namely, by removing multiple dependencies, especially improper multiple 
dependencies, by removing reference numerals, and by clarifying antecedent basis issues. These 
amendments to the claims are fully supported by the literal translation into English of the 
specification as filed in Germany, and they do not introduce new subject matter. 

Specifically, limitation of claim 3 has been distributed by introducing new claim 1 1 . 

The limitation of claim 4 has been distributed by introducing new claims 12 and 13. 

The limitation of claim 5 has been distributed by introducing new claims 14 through 20. 

The limitation of claim 6 has been distributed by introducing new claims 21 through 29. 

The limitation of claim 7 has been distributed by introducing new claims 30 through 40. 

The limitation ofclaim 8 has been distributed by introducing new claims 31 through 46. 

New claims 47 through 53 distribute an additional limitation presented in claim 8. 

The limitation of claim 9 has been distributed by introducing new claims 54 and 55. 

New claims 56 and 57 distribute an additional limitation presented in claim 9. 

New claim 58 puts together the limitations of claims 1 through 9 in a single independent 

claim. 

None of the above claims are narrower than the multiple dependent claims from which they 
are drawn and represent only content already claimed in the specification as originally filed. 
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CLAIMS AS AMENDED 



Q^l v 1. x (amended) A stent, comprising : 

/ ^t least two tubular portions arranged adjacently in a longitudinal direction of the stent and 

which co&Drise a plurality of interconnected, substantially cell-shaped elements which have an 
orientation and are connected together in the longitudinal direction of the stent by way of at least 
one first connecting means, 

wherein the Vlements are of such a configuration that jthe endsjof the elements which are in 
the longitudinal directton of the stent define an e dge contour e xtending around the stent in a wave- 
like configuration in a peripheral direction thereof, characterised in that t he mutually adjoining edge 
/T^ contours of sai d MJeastj&g^^iil ar portions extend around the stent substantially in an in-phas e 
relationship. 
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2. (amended) The stent as set forth in claim 1 wherein the edge contours of the two tubular 
portions engage into each other in the manner of a tooth configuration. 

3. (amended) The stent as set forth in claim 1 wherein the two edge contours of one of the 
tubular portions extend substantially in in-phase relationship with each other or displaced 
substantially through half a period relative to each other. 

4. (amended) The stent of claim 1 wherein the first connecting means connects together 
elements of the skme orientation. 





5. (amended) TSJie stent of claim 1 wherein the first connecting means is of a bar-like 
configuration. 

6. (amende?(7\The stent of claim 1 wherein the first connecting means extends substantially 
parallel to th^ongiWinal axis of the stent. 

7. (amended) The stent of claim 1 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means 
for connecting adjacent tubular portions. 
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8. (amended) The stent of claim 1 wherein there are more than two tubular portions and the 
first connecting means areWranged in displaced relationship over the length of the stent from one 
portion to another portion in the peripheral direction of the stent. 

9. (amended) The stent pf claim 1 wherein the elements of at least one portion are connected 
in the peripheral direction ofuhe stent by way of second connecting means which are arranged 
inclinedly with respect to the peripheral direction. 



1 0. (amended) A dilation catheter comprising a stent as set forth in claim 1 . 
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1 1 . (new\ The stent as set forth in claim 2 wherein the two edge contours of one of the tubular 
portions extend substantially in in-phase relationship with each other or displaced substantially 
through half a period relative to each other. 

12. (new) The stent of claim 2 wherein the first connecting means connects together elements 
of the same orientation. 

13. (new) The stent claim 3 wherein the first connecting means connects together elements 
of the same orientation. 



14. (new) The stent of claihj 1 1 wherein the first connecting means connects together elements 
of the same orientation. 

15. (new) The stent of claim 4 wherein the first connecting means is of a bar-like 
configuration. 

16. (new) The stent of claim 12 ^erein the first connecting means is of a bar-like 
configuration. 



17. (new) The stent of claim 13 wherein the first connecting means is of a bar-like 
configuration. \ 

18. (new) The stent of claim 4 wherein the first connecting means is of a bar-like configuration. 

19. (new) The stent of claim 2 wherein the first connecting means is of a bar-like configuration. 

20. (new) The stent of claim 3 wherein the first connecting means is of a bar-like configuration. 

21. (new) The stent of claun 15 wherein the first connecting means extends substantially 
parallel to the longitudinal axis ofVhe stent. 

22. (new) The stent of claim \l 6 wherein the first connecting means extends substantially 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of tha stent. 

23. (new) The stent of claim 17\ wherein the first connecting means extends substantially 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the stetit. 

24. (new) The stent of claim 18 wherein the first connecting means extends substantially 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the stent. \ 

25. (new) The stent of claim 5 wherein theVirst connecting means extends substantially parallel 
to the longitudinal axis of the stent. \ 

26. (new) The stent of claim 19 wherein thA first connecting means extends substantially 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the stent. \ 

27. (new) The stent of claim 2 wherein the first connecting means extends substantially parallel 
to the longitudinal axis of the stent. \ 
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28. (new) The stent of claim 3 wherein the first connecting means extends substantially parallel 
to the longitudinal axis of the stent. 

29. (new) The stent of claim 4 wherein the first connecting means extends substantially parallel 
to the longitudinal axis of the stent. 

30. (new) The stent of claim 2 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions. 

31. (new) The stent of claim |27 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions. 

32. (new) The stent of claim 26 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions! 

33. (new) The stent of claim 21 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions. \ 

34. (new) The stent of claim 22 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions. \ 

35. (new) The stent of claim 23 wherein mere are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions. 

36. (new) The stent of claim 24 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions. \ 

37. (new) The stent of claim 25 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions. \ 
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38. (new) The stent of claim 28 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions. 

39. (new) The stent of claim 29 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
connecting adjacent tubular portions. 




^^#^40. (nhtA The stent of claim 6 wherein there are no more than two first connecting means for 
^^:onnecting aqfacent tubular portions. 

41. \ (new) The stent of claim 33 wherein there are more than two tubular portions and the first 
connecting means are arranged in displaced relationship over the length of the stent from one 
portion to another portion in the peripheral direction of the stent. 

42. (new^ The stent of claim 35 wherein there are more than two tubular portions and the first 
connecting mWis are arranged in displaced relationship over the length of the stent from one 
portion to anothfer portion in the peripheral direction of the stent. 

43. (new) The Vent of claim 36 wherein there are more than two tubular portions and the first 
connecting means are arranged in displaced relationship over the length of the stent from one 
portion to another portion in the peripheral direction of the stent. 

44. (new) The stent of\laim 37 wherein there are more than two tubular portions and the first 
connecting means are arranged in displaced relationship over the length of the stent from one 
portion to another portion in the\eripheral direction of the stent. 

45. (new) The stent of claim 4Q wherein there are more than two tubular portions and the first 
connecting means are arranged in oisplaced relationship over the length of the stent from one 
portion to another portion in the peripheral direction of the stent. 
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46. (new) The stent c f claim 7 wherein there are more than two tubular portions and the first 



connecting means are ai 



inged in displaced relationship over the length of the stent from one 



portion to another portion in the peripheral direction of the stent. 

47. (new) The stent of cl^m 8 wherein the first connecting means are displaced by at least half 
a period of the edge contour. 

48. (new) The stent of claim\41 wherein the first connecting means are displaced by at least half 
a period of the edge contour. 

49. (new) The stent of claim 4^ wherein the first connecting means are displaced by at least half 
a period of the edge contour. 

50. (new) The stent of claim 43 ^herein the first connecting means are displaced by at least half 
a period of the edge contour. 

5 1 . (new) The stent of claim 44 wherein the first connecting means are displaced by at least half 
a period of the edge contour. 

52. (new) The stent of claim 45 wherein the first connecting means are displaced by at least half 
a period of the edge contour. 

53. (new) The stent of claim 46 whereip the first connecting means are displaced by at least half 
a period of the edge contour. 



54. (new) The stent of claim 41 whereinvthe elements of at least one portion are connected in 
the peripheral direction of the stent by waAof second connecting means which are arranged 
inclinedly with respect to the peripheral directior 
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55. (new) The stent of claijn 8 wherein the elements of at least one portion are connected in the 
peripheral direction of the stenl by way of second connecting means which are arranged inclinedly 
with respect to the peripheral direction. 

56. (new) The stent of claim\9 wherein the second connecting means extend in an S-shape, 
wherein second connecting means Ifacing in the same peripheral direction of elements in mutually 
adjoining relationship in the longitudinal direction of the stent are arranged inclinedly in opposite 
relationship with respect to the peripheral direction. 

57. (new) The stent of claim 54Vvherein the second connecting means extend in an S-shape, 
wherein second connecting means facfbg in the same peripheral direction of elements in mutually 
adjoining relationship in the longitudinal direction of the stent are arranged inclinedly in opposite 
relationship with respect to the peripheral direction. 



(new) A stent, comprising : 
\at least two tubular portions arranged adjacently in a longitudinal direction of the stent and 
which cdmprise a plurality of interconnected, substantially cell-shaped elements which have an 
orientation aiidare connected together in the longitudinal direction of the stent by way of at least 
one first connecting means, 

the elements ttemg of sucj^rxqnfiguration that the ends of the elements which are in the 
longitudinal direction of Wltent defini an edge contour extend around the stent in a wave-like 
configuration in a peripheral direction tl/ereof, so that the mutually adjoining edge contours of said 
at least two tubular portionsWend asgfoid the stent substantially in an in-phase relationship, 

the edge contours of the two/tubbjar portions engaging into each other in the manner of a 
tooth configuration, \ / X. 

the two edge contours of ybne of the tubular portions extending substantially in in-phase 
relationship with each other or displaced substantially through half a period relative to each other, 
-the first connecting means connecting together elements of the same orientation, 
the first connecting means being of a bar-like configuration, 

the first connecting means extends substantially parallel to thVkmgitudinal axis of the stent, 
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wherein there are no more thaq two first connecting means for connecting adjacent tubular 
fortions, 

wherein there are more thaaJkyo tubular portions and the first connecting means are 
arranged in displaced relationship bver tl\e length of the stent from one portion to another portion in 
the peripheral direction of the steni and 

wherein the elements of at least qflp portion are connected in the peripheral direction of the 
stent by way of second connecting nfieal^s which are arranged inclinedly with respect to the 
peripheral direction. 



